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Below you will find the topics and their accompanying references for the 2023 Comprehensive 
General Surgery Module for the General Surgery Continuous Certification Assessment. 
Diplomates are neither required nor expected to read all of these references before or 
during the completion of the assessment. The Key References are marked with a yellow 

star� below. 

Please note that the American Board of Surgery (ABS) provides as many open-access articles 
to our Candidates as possible. While you are completing your assessment, Key References will 
have a direct link to a full-text article or an article PDF purchased by the ABS in the exam 
platform. Due to limited permissions, we cannot provide links to full-text articles or article PDFs 
on this Reference Document, as it is not hosted on a secure browser. Article links on this 
document will take you to the article page on PubMed. We cannot guarantee that all article 
links will be open access on PubMed. To view the full-text Key References prior to 
beginning your assessment, please log into the ABS surgeon portal and find the “My 
Continuous Certification” page. Under the “Assessments” tab, click on “Reference 
Documents”.  
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Anorectal Emergencies 

• Burnstein M. Managing anorectal emergencies. Can Fam Physician. 1993;39:1782-1785.
[PMID: 8374365]

• �Lohsiriwat V. Anorectal emergencies. World J Gastroenterol. 2016;22(26):5867-5878.

doi:10.3748/wjg.v22.i26.5867 [PMID: 27468181]

Brain Death 

• �Matar AJ, Wichmann H, Kenney L, et al. Outcomes and implications of a single brain

death examination policy on organ donation outcomes at a high-volume trauma
center. J Trauma Acute Care Surg. 2020;89(6):1166-1171.
doi:10.1097/TA.0000000000002908 [PMID: 32796440]

• Wijdicks EF, Varelas PN, Gronseth GS, Greer DM; American Academy of Neurology.
Evidence-based guideline update: determining brain death in adults: report of the
Quality Standards Subcommittee of the American Academy of Neurology. Neurology.
2010;74(23):1911-1918. doi:10.1212/WNL.0b013e3181e242a8 [PMID: 20530327]

Colon Injury 

• �Mitchao DP, Lewis MR, Strickland M, Benjamin ER, Wong MD, Demetriades D.

Destructive colon injuries requiring resection: is colostomy ever indicated?. J Trauma
Acute Care Surg. 2022;92(6):1039-1046. doi:10.1097/TA.0000000000003513
[PMID: 35081597]

Colonoscopy 

• �NCCN Clinical Practice Guidelines in Oncology (NCCN Guidelines®) for Colorectal

Cancer Screening V.1.2023. © National Comprehensive Cancer Network, Inc. 2023. All
rights reserved. Accessed March 15, 2023. To view the most recent and complete
version of the guideline, go online to NCCN.org. Requires login to NCCN; NCCN
accounts are free to create. Please search for the appropriate Guidelines under
Guidelines > Treatment by Cancer Type/Detection, Prevention, and Risk Reduction.

Ductal Carcinoma In Situ of the Breast 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/8374365/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27468181/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32796440/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/20530327/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35081597/
https://www.nccn.org/
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• �NCCN Clinical Practice Guidelines in Oncology (NCCN Guidelines®) for Breast

Cancer V.4.2023. © National Comprehensive Cancer Network, Inc. 2023. All rights
reserved. Accessed March 15, 2023. To view the most recent and complete version of
the guideline, go online to NCCN.org. Requires login to NCCN; NCCN accounts are free
to create. Please search for the appropriate Guidelines under Guidelines > Treatment by
Cancer Type/Detection, Prevention, and Risk Reduction.

Hyperthyroidism 

• �Patel KN, Yip L, Lubitz CC, et al. Executive summary of the American Association of

Endocrine Surgeons guidelines for the definitive surgical management of thyroid
disease in adults. Ann Surg. 2020;271(3):399-410. doi:10.1097/SLA.0000000000003735
[PMID: 32079828]

Necrotizing Soft Tissue Infections 

• �Stevens DL, Bryant AE. Necrotizing soft-tissue infections. N Engl J Med.

2018;378(10):971. doi:10.1056/NEJMc1800049 [PMID: 29514033]

Obstruction - Large Intestinal 

• Ahmed O, Lee JH, Thompson CC, Faulx A. AGA clinical practice update on the optimal
management of the malignant alimentary tract obstruction: expert review. Clin
Gastroenterol Hepatol. 2021;19(9):1780-1788. doi:10.1016/j.cgh.2021.03.046
[PMID: 33813072]

• Kim M, Rai M, Teshima C. Interventional endoscopy for palliation of luminal
gastrointestinal obstructions in management of cancer: practical guide for oncologists. J
Clin Med. 2022;11(6):1712. doi:10.3390/jcm11061712 [PMID: 35330037]

• �van Hooft JE, Veld JV, Arnold D, et al. Self-expandable metal stents for obstructing

colonic and extracolonic cancer: European Society of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy
(ESGE) Guideline - Update 2020. Endoscopy. 2020;52(5):389-407. doi:10.1055/a-1140-
3017 [PMID: 32259849]

Pancreatitis – Necrotizing 

https://www.nccn.org/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32079828/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29514033/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33813072/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35330037/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32259849/
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• �van Santvoort HC, Besselink MG, Bakker OJ, et al. A step-up approach or open

necrosectomy for necrotizing pancreatitis. N Engl J Med. 2010;362(16):1491-1502.
doi:10.1056/NEJMoa0908821 [PMID: 20410514]

Paralytic Ileus 

• �Bugaev N, Bhattacharya B, Chiu WC, et al. Promotility agents for the treatment of

ileus in adult surgical patients: A practice management guideline from the Eastern
Association for the Surgery of Trauma. J Trauma Acute Care Surg. 2019;87(4):922-
934. doi:10.1097/TA.0000000000002381 [PMID: 31136527]

• Vather R, Josephson R, Jaung R, Kahokehr A, Sammour T, Bissett I. Gastrografin in
prolonged postoperative ileus: a double-blinded randomized controlled trial. Ann Surg.
2015;262(1):23-30. doi:10.1097/SLA.0000000000001062 [PMID: 25575258]

Peritoneal Dialysis Catheter Insertion 

• �Attaluri V, Lebeis C, Brethauer S, Rosenblatt S. Advanced laparoscopic techniques

significantly improve function of peritoneal dialysis catheters. J Am Coll Surg.
2010;211(6):699-704. doi:10.1016/j.jamcollsurg.2010.08.010 [PMID: 21036073]

Pneumatosis 

• Ehlert BA. Acute gut ischemia. Surg Clin North Am. 2018;98(5):995-1004.
doi:10.1016/j.suc.2018.06.002 [PMID: 30243457]

• �Ferrada P, Callcut R, Bauza G, et al. Pneumatosis intestinalis predictive evaluation

study: A multicenter epidemiologic study of the American Association for the Surgery of
Trauma. J Trauma Acute Care Surg. 2017;82(3):451-460.
doi:10.1097/TA.0000000000001360 [PMID: 28225738]

Resuscitation

• �Hazelton JP, Ssentongo AE, Oh JS, et al. Use of cold-stored whole blood is

associated with improved mortality in hemostatic resuscitation of major bleeding: a
multicenter study. Ann Surg. 2022;276(4):579-588.
doi:10.1097/SLA.0000000000005603 [PMID: 35848743]

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/20410514/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31136527/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25575258/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/21036073/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30243457/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28225738/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35848743/
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Rib and Sternal Fractures 

• �Kasotakis G, Hasenboehler EA, Streib EW, et al. Operative fixation of rib fractures

after blunt trauma: a practice management guideline from the Eastern Association for
the Surgery of Trauma. J Trauma Acute Care Surg. 2017;82(3):618-626.
doi:10.1097/TA.0000000000001350 [PMID: 28030502]

Septic Shock 

• �Howell MD, Davis AM. Management of sepsis and septic shock. JAMA.

2017;317(8):847-848. doi:10.1001/jama.2017.0131 [PMID: 28114603]

Surgical Considerations of the Pregnant Patient 

• Cheng V, Matsushima K, Ashbrook M, et al. Association between trimester and
outcomes after cholecystectomy during pregnancy. J Am Coll Surg. 2021;233(1):29-
37.e1. doi:10.1016/j.jamcollsurg.2021.03.034 [PMID: 33957256]

• �Stewart MK, Terhune KP. Management of pregnant patients undergoing general

surgical procedures. Surg Clin North Am. 2015;95(2):429-442.
doi:10.1016/j.suc.2014.10.007 [PMID: 25814116]

Thyroid Nodule 

• �Tessler FN, Middleton WD, Grant EG, et al. ACR thyroid imaging, reporting and data

system (TI-RADS): white paper of the ACR TI-RADS committee. J Am Coll Radiol.
2017;14(5):587-595. doi:10.1016/j.jacr.2017.01.046 [PMID: 28372962]

Ulcerative Colitis - Operative Management 

• �Andersson P, Söderholm JD. Surgery in ulcerative colitis: indication and timing. Dig

Dis. 2009;27(3):335-340. doi:10.1159/000228570 [PMID: 19786761]

• Fiorino G, Danese S, Giacobazzi G, Spinelli A. Medical therapy versus surgery in
moderate-to-severe ulcerative colitis. Dig Liver Dis. 2021;53(4):403-408.
doi:10.1016/j.dld.2020.09.022 [PMID: 33051163]

Vena Cava Filter - Insertion 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28030502/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28114603/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33957256/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25814116/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28372962/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/19786761/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33051163/
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• �Kaufman JA, Barnes GD, Chaer RA, et al. Society of Interventional Radiology clinical

practice guideline for inferior vena cava filters in the treatment of patients with venous
thromboembolic disease: developed in collaboration with the American College of
Cardiology, American College of Chest Physicians, American College of Surgeons
Committee on Trauma, American Heart Association, Society for Vascular Surgery, and
Society for Vascular Medicine. J Vasc Interv Radiol. 2020;31(10):1529-1544.
doi:10.1016/j.jvir.2020.06.014 [PMID: 32919823]

Ventral Hernia - Repair 

• �Rosen MJ, Krpata DM, Petro CC, et al. Biologic vs synthetic mesh for single-stage

repair of contaminated ventral hernias: a randomized clinical trial. JAMA Surg.
2022;157(4):293-301. doi:10.1001/jamasurg.2021.6902 [PMID: 35044431]

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32919823/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35044431/

