
1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below you will find the topics and their accompanying references for the 2023 Abdomen 
Module for the General Surgery Continuous Certification Assessment. Diplomates are neither 
required nor expected to read all of these references before or during the completion of 

the assessment. The Key References are marked with a yellow star� below. 

Please note that the American Board of Surgery (ABS) provides as many open-access articles 
to our Candidates as possible. While you are completing your assessment, Key References will 
have a direct link to a full-text article or an article PDF purchased by the ABS in the exam 
platform. Due to limited permissions, we cannot provide links to full-text articles or article PDFs 
on this Reference Document, as it is not hosted on a secure browser. Article links on this 
document will take you to the article page on PubMed. We cannot guarantee that all article 
links will be open access on PubMed. To view the full-text Key References prior to 
beginning your assessment, please log into the ABS surgeon portal and find the “My 
Continuous Certification” page. Under the “Assessments” tab, click on “Reference 
Documents”. 
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Ascites- Chylous 

• �Bhardwaj R, Vaziri H, Gautam A, Ballesteros E, Karimeddini D, Wu GY. Chylous 

ascites: a review of pathogenesis, diagnosis and treatment. J Clin Transl Hepatol. 
2018;6(1):105-113. doi:10.14218/JCTH.2017.00035 [PMID: 29577037] 

Cholecystitis 

• �Pisano M, Allievi N, Gurusamy K, et al. 2020 World Society of Emergency Surgery 

updated guidelines for the diagnosis and treatment of acute calculus cholecystitis. World 
J Emerg Surg. 2020;15(1):61. doi:10.1186/s13017-020-00336-x [PMID: 33153472] 

Choledochal Cyst  

• Ouaïssi M, Kianmanesh R, Belghiti J, et al. Todani type II congenital bile duct cyst: 
European multicenter study of the French Surgical Association and literature review. 
Ann Surg. 2015;262(1):130-138. doi:10.1097/SLA.0000000000000761 
[PMID: 24979598] 

• �Soares KC, Arnaoutakis DJ, Kamel I, et al. Choledochal cysts: presentation, clinical 

differentiation, and management. J Am Coll Surg. 2014;219(6):1167-1180. 
doi:10.1016/j.jamcollsurg.2014.04.023 [PMID: 25442379] 

Cirrhosis/Portal Hypertension (Ascites) 

• Johnson KM, Newman KL, Green PK, et al. Incidence and risk factors of postoperative 
mortality and morbidity after elective versus emergent abdominal surgery in a national 
sample of 8193 patients with cirrhosis. Ann Surg. 2021;274(4):e345-e354. 
doi:10.1097/SLA.0000000000003674 [PMID: 31714310] 

• �Vreeland TJ, Balla FM, Lin E, Davis SS Jr, Yheulon CG. Post-operative outcomes for 

patients with liver-related ascites undergoing non-emergent laparoscopic 
cholecystectomy. Surg Endosc. 2021;35(2):884-890. doi:10.1007/s00464-020-07461-3 
[PMID: 32076860] 

Gallbladder Cancer 

• �Okumura K, Gogna S, Gachabayov M, et al. Gallbladder cancer: historical treatment 

and new management options. World J Gastrointest Oncol. 2021;13(10):1317-1335. 
doi:10.4251/wjgo.v13.i10.1317 [PMID: 34721769] 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29577037/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33153472/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24979598/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25442379/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31714310/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32076860/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34721769/


3 
 

Gallbladder Polyps 

• �Kamaya A, Fung C, Szpakowski JL, et al. Management of incidentally detected 

gallbladder polyps: Society of Radiologists in Ultrasound consensus conference 
recommendations. Radiology. 2022;305(2):277-289. doi:10.1148/radiol.213079 
[PMID: 35787200] 

• Szpakowski JL, Tucker LY. Outcomes of gallbladder polyps and their association with 
gallbladder cancer in a 20-year cohort. JAMA Netw Open. 2020;3(5):e205143. 
doi:10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2020.5143 [PMID: 32421183] 

Hepatic Abscess 

• �Lardière-Deguelte S, Ragot E, Amroun K, et al. Hepatic abscess: diagnosis and 

management. J Visc Surg. 2015;152(4):231-243. doi:10.1016/j.jviscsurg.2015.01.013 
[PMID: 25770745] 

• Muscat EPJ. Pyogenic liver abscess secondary to sigmoid diverticulitis: an unusual 
presentation. Case Rep Gastroenterol. 2020;14(1):165-171. doi:10.1159/000506932 
[PMID: 32398999] 

Hepatic Mass 

• �Gore RM, Pickhardt PJ, Mortele KJ, et al. Management of incidental liver lesions on 

CT: a white paper of the ACR Incidental Findings Committee. J Am Coll Radiol. 
2017;14(11):1429-1437. doi:10.1016/j.jacr.2017.07.018 [PMID: 28927870] 

Hernias - Prosthetic Mesh Infections  

• Bechar J, Sepehripour S, Hardwicke J, Filobbos G. Laboratory risk indicator for 
necrotising fasciitis (LRINEC) score for the assessment of early necrotising fasciitis: a 
systematic review of the literature. Ann R Coll Surg Engl. 2017;99(5):341-346. 
doi:10.1308/rcsann.2017.0053 [PMID: 28462647] 

• Duane TM, Huston JM, Collom M, et al. Surgical Infection Society 2020 updated 
guidelines on the management of complicated skin and soft tissue infections. Surg Infect 
(Larchmt). 2021;22(4):383-399. doi:10.1089/sur.2020.436 [PMID: 33646051] 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35787200/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32421183/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25770745/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32398999/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28927870/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28462647/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33646051/
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• �Rastegarpour A, Cheung M, Vardhan M, Ibrahim MM, Butler CE, Levinson H. Surgical 

mesh for ventral incisional hernia repairs: understanding mesh design. Plast Surg 
(Oakv). 2016;24(1):41-50. doi:10.4172/plastic-surgery.1000955 [PMID: 27054138] 

Intraductal Papillary Mucinous Neoplasms 

• �Attiyeh MA, Fernández-Del Castillo C, Al Efishat M, et al. Development and validation 

of a multi-institutional preoperative nomogram for predicting grade of dysplasia in 
intraductal papillary mucinous neoplasms (IPMNs) of the pancreas: a report from the 
pancreatic surgery consortium. Ann Surg. 2018;267(1):157-163. 
doi:10.1097/SLA.0000000000002015 [PMID: 28079542]  

• Hirono S, Yamaue H. Surgical strategy for intraductal papillary mucinous neoplasms of 
the pancreas. Surg Today. 2020;50(1):50-55. doi:10.1007/s00595-019-01931-5 
[PMID: 31807871] 

Mesenteric Cyst 

• �Gagliardi F, Lauro A, Tripodi D, et al. Mesenteric cyst with GI symptoms: a fluid 

approach to treatment-case report and literature review. Dig Dis Sci. 2022;67(3):786-
798. doi:10.1007/s10620-021-07352-0 [PMID: 35059952] 

Pancreatectomy – Total 

• �Bellin MD, Beilman GJ, Sutherland DE, et al. How durable is total pancreatectomy 

and intraportal islet cell transplantation for treatment of chronic pancreatitis?. J Am Coll 
Surg. 2019;228(4):329-339. doi:10.1016/j.jamcollsurg.2018.12.019 [PMID: 30630085] 

Pancreatic Cancer 

• �Park W, Chawla A, O'Reilly EM. Pancreatic cancer: a review. JAMA. 2021;326(9):851-

862. doi:10.1001/jama.2021.13027 [PMID: 34547082] 

Pancreatitis 

• �Boxhoorn L, van Dijk SM, van Grinsven J, et al. Immediate versus postponed 

intervention for infected necrotizing pancreatitis. N Engl J Med. 2021;385(15):1372-
1381. doi:10.1056/NEJMoa2100826 [PMID: 34614330] 
 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27054138/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28079542/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31807871/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35059952/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30630085/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34547082/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34614330/
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• Eddy JJ, Gideonsen MD, Song JY, Grobman WA, O'Halloran P. Pancreatitis in 
pregnancy. Obstet Gynecol. 2008;112(5):1075-1081. 
doi:10.1097/AOG.0b013e318185a032 [PMID: 18978108] 
 

• Laustsen JF, Bjerring OS, Johannessen Ø, Qvist N. Laparoscopic appendectomy during 
pregnancy is safe for both the mother and the fetus. Dan Med J. 2016;63(8):A5259. 
[PMID: 27477796]  
 

• �Leppäniemi A, Tolonen M, Tarasconi A, et al. 2019 WSES guidelines for the 

management of severe acute pancreatitis. World J Emerg Surg. 2019;14:27. 
doi:10.1186/s13017-019-0247-0 [PMID: 31210778] 
 

• Manrai M, Kochhar R, Gupta V, et al. Outcome of acute pancreatic and peripancreatic 
collections occurring in patients with acute pancreatitis. Ann Surg. 2018;267(2):357-363. 
doi:10.1097/SLA.0000000000002065 [PMID: 27805963] 
 

• �Murphy PB, Paskar D, Parry NG, et al. Implementation of an acute care surgery 

service facilitates modern clinical practice guidelines for gallstone pancreatitis. J Am 
Coll Surg. 2015;221(5):975-981. doi:10.1016/j.jamcollsurg.2015.07.447 
[PMID: 26372635] 

Peritoneal Neoplasms - Carcinomatosis 

• �Kusamura S, Barretta F, Yonemura Y, et al. The role of hyperthermic intraperitoneal 

chemotherapy in pseudomyxoma peritonei after cytoreductive surgery. JAMA Surg. 
2021;156(3):e206363. doi:10.1001/jamasurg.2020.6363 [PMID: 33502455] 

Rectus Sheath Hematoma 

• Changal KH, Saleem S, Ghous G. Rectus sheath haematoma: a rare masquerader for 
abdominal pain. BMJ Case Rep. 2017;2017:bcr2017219976. doi:10.1136/bcr-2017-
219976 [PMID: 28408536] 

• �Sheth HS, Kumar R, DiNella J, Janov C, Kaldas H, Smith RE. Evaluation of risk factors 

for rectus sheath hematoma. Clin Appl Thromb Hemost. 2016;22(3):292-296. 
doi:10.1177/1076029614553024 [PMID: 25294636] 

Splenic Cysts 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/18978108/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27477796/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31210778/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27805963/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26372635/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33502455/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28408536/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25294636/
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• �Rasheed K, Zargar SA, Telwani AA. Hydatid cyst of spleen: a diagnostic challenge. N 

Am J Med Sci. 2013;5(1):10-20. doi:10.4103/1947-2714.106184 [PMID: 23378949] 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/23378949/

