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Below you will find the topics and a selection of key references for the Alimentary Tract module of 
the General Surgery Continuous Certification Assessment. References that are available open source 
are indicated with a green star and the entire citation is a link to the open access source. 
References that are not available open access have a link in their PubMed ID to the abstract.  

Diplomates are neither required nor expected to read all of these references 
before or during the completion of the assessment. 

To view all references, see this page of the ABS website. 

Anesthesia, Regional and Local 
 Tsai HC, Yoshida T, Chuang TY, et al. Transversus abdominis plane block: an updated review of 

anatomy and techniques. Biomed Res Int. 2017;2017:8284363.  
 [PMID: 29226150] 

Appendicitis 
• Podda M, Cillara N, Di Saverio S, et al. Antibiotics-first strategy for uncomplicated acute 

appendicitis in adults is associated with increased rates of peritonitis at surgery. A systematic 
review with meta-analysis of randomized controlled trials comparing appendectomy and non-
operative management with antibiotics. Surgeon. 2017;15(5):303-314.  

 [PMID: 28284517] 

Choledocholithiasis  
• Banerjee N, Parepally M, Byrne TK, Pullatt RC, Goté GA, Elmunzer BJ. Systematic review of 

transgastric ERCP in Roux-en-Y gastric bypass patients. Surg Obes Relat Dis. 2017;13(7):1236-
1242.  

 [PMID: 28336200] 

Colonic Diverticulitis  
• Lee JM, Bai P Chang J, El Hechi M, et al. Hartmann's procedure vs primary anastomosis with 

diverting loop ileostomy for acute diverticulitis: nationwide analysis of 2,729 emergency 
surgery patients. J Am Coll Surg. 2019;229(1):48-55.  

 [PMID: 30902639] 

Colonoscopy 
 Rex DK, Schoenfeld PS, Cohen J, et al. Quality indicators for colonoscopy. Gastrointest 

Endosc. 2015;81(1):31-53.  
 [PMID: 25480100] 

https://www.absurgery.org/default.jsp?cc_referencearchive
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5684553/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5684553/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28284517
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28336200/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30902639/
https://www.giejournal.org/article/S0016-5107(14)02051-3/fulltext
https://www.giejournal.org/article/S0016-5107(14)02051-3/fulltext
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Esophageal Disease 
 Saxena P, Khashab MA. Endoscopic management of esophageal perforations: who, when, and 

how? Curr Treat Options Gastroenterol. 2017;15(1):35-45.  
 [PMID: 28116696] 

Esophageal Diverticula 
 Chan DSY, Foliaki A, Lewis WG, Clark GWB, Blackshaw GRJC. Systematic review and meta-

analysis of surgical treatment of non-Zenker's oesophageal diverticula. J Gastrointest Surg. 
2017;21(6):1067-1075.  

 [PMID: 28108931] 

Esophageal Perforation 
 Chirica M, Kelly MD, Siboni S, et al. Esophageal emergencies: WSES guidelines. World J Emerg 

Surg. 2019;14:26.  
 [PMID: 31164915] 

Gastroesophageal Reflux Disease and Barrett's Esophagus 
• Kichler K, Rosenthal RJ, DeMaria E, Higa K. Reoperative surgery for nonresponders and 

complicated sleeve gastrectomy operations in patients with severe obesity. An international 
expert panel consensus statement to define best practice guidelines. Surg Obes Relat Dis. 
2019;15(2):173-186.  

 [PMID: 31010649] 

 Shaheen NJ, Falk GW, Iyer PG, Gerson LB; American College of Gastroenterology. ACG clinical 
guideline: diagnosis and management of Barrett's esophagus [published correction appears in 
Am J Gastroenterol. 2016 Jul;111(7):1077]. Am J Gastroenterol. 2016;111(1):30-51.  

 [PMID: 26526079] 

Gastrointestinal Bleeding, Lower 
 Oakland K, Chadwick G, East JE, et al. Diagnosis and management of acute lower 

gastrointestinal bleeding: guidelines from the British Society of Gastroenterology. Gut. 
2019;68(5):776-789.  

 [PMID: 30792244] 

Genetic Susceptibility 
 Syngal S, Brand RE, Church JM, et al. ACG clinical guideline: genetic testing and management 

of hereditary gastrointestinal cancer syndromes. Am J Gastroenterol. 2015;110(2):223-263.  
 [PMID: 25645574] 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28116696/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5443879/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5443879/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5443879/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6544956/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6544956/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31010649/
https://journals.lww.com/ajg/Fulltext/2016/01000/ACG_Clinical_Guideline__Diagnosis_and_Management.17.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/ajg/Fulltext/2016/01000/ACG_Clinical_Guideline__Diagnosis_and_Management.17.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/ajg/Fulltext/2016/01000/ACG_Clinical_Guideline__Diagnosis_and_Management.17.aspx
https://gut.bmj.com/content/68/5/776.long
https://gut.bmj.com/content/68/5/776.long
https://gut.bmj.com/content/68/5/776.long
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4695986/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4695986/
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Hemorrhoids  
 Wolf AMD, Fontham ETH, Church TR, et al. Colorectal cancer screening for average-risk adults: 

2018 guideline update from the American Cancer Society. CA Cancer J Clin. 2018;68(4):250-
281.  

 [PMID: 29846947] 

 Albuquerque A. Rubber band ligation of hemorrhoids: a guide for complications. World J 
Gastrointest Surg. 2016;8(9):614-620. [PMID: 27721924] 

Management of Bariatric Surgery Complications 
 Levine MS, Carucci LR. Imaging of bariatric surgery: normal anatomy and postoperative 

complications. Radiology. 2014;270(2):327-341.  
 [PMID: 24471382] 

Mesenteric Ischemia, Acute  
 Lim S, Halandras PM, Bechara C, Aulivola B, Crisostomo P. Contemporary management of 

acute mesenteric ischemia in the endovascular era. Vasc Endovascular Surg. 2019;53(1):42-50. 
 [PMID: 30360689] 

Morbid Obesity 
 Peterli R, Wölnerhanssen BK, Peters T, et al. Effect of laparoscopic sleeve gastrectomy vs 

laparoscopic Roux-en-Y gastric bypass on weight loss in patients with morbid obesity: the SM-
BOSS randomized clinical trial. JAMA. 2018;319(3):255-265.  

 [PMID: 29340679] 

Peptic Ulcer Disease 
 Tarasconi A, Baiocchi GL, Pattonieri V, et al. Transcatheter arterial embolization versus surgery 

for refractory non-variceal upper gastrointestinal bleeding: a meta-analysis. World J Emerg 
Surg. 2019;14:3.  

 [PMID: 30733822]  

Peritoneal Dialysis 
 Shrestha BM, Shrestha D, Kumar A, Shrestha A, Boyes SA, Wilkie ME.  Advanced laparoscopic 

peritoneal dialysis catheter insertion: systematic review and meta-analysis. Perit Dial Int. 
2018;38(3):163-171.  

 [PMID: 29848597] 
 
 

https://acsjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.3322/caac.21457
https://acsjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.3322/caac.21457
https://acsjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.3322/caac.21457
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5037334/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5037334/
https://pubs.rsna.org/doi/10.1148/radiol.13122520?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori%3Arid%3Acrossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub++0pubmed&
https://pubs.rsna.org/doi/10.1148/radiol.13122520?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori%3Arid%3Acrossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub++0pubmed&
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1538574418805228?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1538574418805228?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5833546/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5833546/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5833546/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6359767/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6359767/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6359767/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.3747/pdi.2017.00230?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.3747/pdi.2017.00230?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.3747/pdi.2017.00230?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov
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Small Intestinal Obstruction 
 Maung AA, Johnson DC, Piper GL, et al. Evaluation and management of small bowel 

obstruction: an Eastern Association for the Surgery of Trauma practice management guideline. 
J Trauma Acute Care Surg. 2012;73(5)(suppl 4):S362 -S369.  

 [PMID: 23114494] 
 

https://journals.lww.com/jtrauma/Fulltext/2012/11004/Evaluation_and_management_of_small_bowel.14.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/jtrauma/Fulltext/2012/11004/Evaluation_and_management_of_small_bowel.14.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/jtrauma/Fulltext/2012/11004/Evaluation_and_management_of_small_bowel.14.aspx
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